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Insert your address

and telephone number

and email address

For the attention of the Director of Adults Services
[Insert name and address of local authority]

[Insert date]

- REQUEST FOR CHILD’S NEEDS ASSESSMENT UNDER S.58 CARE ACT 2014 -

Dear Sirs

INSERT CHILD’S NAME AND DOB
INSERT CHILD’S ADDRESS

Background

I am the [parent] [family member] of [insert name of child].  I am writing this letter to request a Child’s Needs Assessment for [child’s name] under s.58 of the Care Act 2014. 

[Child’s name] is [age] and has a diagnosis of [insert any diagnosis or summary of disabilities]. [Their social worker is [insert name]] or [they do not currently have an allocated social worker.] 
I consider that [child’s name] should now be provided with a child’s needs assessment under s.58 of the Care Act 2014 so that suitable transition planning can take place. 
Legal Framework

You will be aware that under s.58 of the Care Act, the local authority has a duty to assess a child’s needs before they reach the age of 18 where it appears likely that they will have needs for care and support after reaching the age of 18, where it would be of significant benefit to the child, and where there is consent to an assessment. 

The purpose of the assessment is to consider whether the child has needs for care and support now or after reaching the age of 18, and to find out what those needs are. The assessment must also include details of how the child’s needs may impact upon their wellbeing, the outcomes that the child wants to achieve, and whether, and to what extent, the provision of care and support might contribute to those outcomes. 
The local authority will be aware that under the Care and Support (Assessment) Regulations 2014, the needs assessment must have regard to the wishes and preferences of the child, the outcomes that are sought, and the severity and overall extent of needs. The statutory guidance emphasises that the individual is best placed to judge their own wellbeing.
Once the child’s needs assessment has been completed, section 59 of the Care Act provides that the local authority will need to provide an indication as to which of the child’s needs are likely to meet the eligibility criteria after the age of 18, and advice and information about what can be done now in order to meet or reduce the needs now; and what can be done to delay or prevent further or more extensive needs developing.

When the child reaches the age of 18 the local authority may decide to treat the child’s needs assessment as a full needs assessment under the Care Act 2015. This should ensure a smooth transition without any delays or gaps in provision. If the local authority decides not to treat the child’s needs assessment in that way, section 66 of the Care Act provides that existing services can continue to be provided to a child under the Children Act 1989 until the full needs assessment is completed. 

The assessment must be carried out “where it would be of significant benefit to the child”. The Care and Support Statutory Guidance says that this is likely to be the case when it is an appropriate time for the young person to begin preparing for adulthood. There is no set time when this should take place, but the assessment should take place when the local authority can be reasonably confident about what the young person’s needs will be after they turn 18. 
I consider that it would be of significant benefit to [child’s name] to carry out the assessment now because [why should it be carried out now? summarise some reasons, e.g. other transition work is taking place? Age of the child – they are approaching adulthood?] I believe that [child’s name] is likely to have needs for care and support after reaching the age of 18 due to their disabilities and needs as set out above. They are likely to need support to meet their needs as an adult. [If the child has also been receiving services as a child, mention this here]. 
[As [child’s name] is approaching the age of 18, I would also like to request a child’s carer’s assessment under section 60 of the Care Act, as I consider that I am likely to be in need of support after my child turns 18].

I would welcome an opportunity to speak to a social worker or other professional as soon as possible in order to discuss [child’s name] [and my] needs, and to be given further information on what the assessment process will involve. 
Steps you are required to take

Given the above I would be grateful if you could contact me on [insert contact details] as soon as possible so that a child’s needs assessment can be arranged for [child’s name] in accordance with s.58 of the Care Act, [and so a child’s carer’s assessment can be arranged for myself in accordance with s.60 of the Care Act.] 
Please ensure that I am provided with a copy of the assessments within a reasonable timeframe, and in any event by no later than 28 days of the date of this letter. If you require any further information then please do not hesitate to contact me on xxxxx. 
This letter is based upon a template which was produced by Irwin Mitchell LLP.

Please kindly acknowledge receipt of this letter by return. 

Yours faithfully

[insert name]
